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fall of that minister. He was therefore well disposed
to one who represented himself as hated by his father
not so much for the venial errors of youth, as for lapses
from physiocratic orthodoxy.

Sophie's confinement was expected; it was impossible
for the sensibility of le Noir to refuse*to the unhappy
lovers such comfort as they might derive from letters
necessarily innocent, since they must pass through his
office. There is a difference between the earlier letters
in Manuel's series, those conveyed by Brugnieres, and
the later, a difference which we should expect, since the
latter were read by the police, and had to be returned
to them by the recipients. It is now also known that
there was another, a secret correspondence, not less
voluminous, probably carried on by the help of the
turnkeys of the prison, whom Mirabeau had found
means to bribe. A great number of the letters which
passed secretly between the lovers came into the
hands of M. de Montigny, and many of them were
destroyed by him out of tenderness to the memory of
Mirabeau. The heir of the "adopted son" entrusted
those which had been kept, together with other
documents relating to the orator, to M. de Lomenie.
From what the latter tells us it appears inexplicable,
in the first place, why these letters were not destroyed
as soon as read, and in the second that the piety of
the adopted son should have spared any from the flames.
If he kept the least discreditable, what must those have
been which he burnt ?

The existence of this secret correspondence, which
began in the spring of 1778, and during the first year
of which the lovers exchanged some 370 letters, shows